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Allis, Marguerite NOT WITHOUT PERIL Putnam 
° This is a good, meaty historical novel, with an actual snemensne ae Con- 


necticut Valley history as the central figure, a pioneer woman whose annals prove that 
our national liberty was not won without peril. Peril in daily living, peril in dar- 
ing to love, peril from Nature, from Indians, from wars, from pestilence, from famine. 
Jemima Sartwell's story is not a supremely romantic one; of her three marriages only 
one was a marriage of love. But there is courage, a certain salty humor, realism and 
flashes of imagination in the life she made for herself and her children. Famous char- 
acters in history crossed her path, - Putnam, Ethan Allen, the Schuylers - but the es- 
sence of the quality of the story lies in the homely bits about the life and in the 
minor characters. There is plenty of drama in the story of a fight for the right to 
lead independent lives, the right to make a colony distinct from Massachusetts or New 
York, in the section of the Grants that became Vermont. There is something of the 
story of The Cold Journey, Grace Zaring Stone's fine novel of the Deerfield massacre 
and the trek to Canada; there is something too of Jennings’ Next to Valor in the strug- 
gle for separation from acquisitive York Colony. But it is, in the last analysis, a 
story of a woman's struggle for her own identity, for her place in the Valley she 


loved. $2.50 


May 19 
Kapstein, I. J. SOMETHING OF A HERO Knopf 


He was an old man, a Civil War veteran with one arm, retired from business 
and from active life. But a zest for living burned strong, and when opportunity of- 
fered, he responded like a war horse, and took his part once more in the fray. The 
setting is a typical small American city, and the Grand Hotel technique reveals its 
inner being from the social and economic top crust to which John Cantrell belonged, to 
the scum. One gets industrialists, bankers, professional men, iron workers, boot- 
leggers, fight promoters, clerks, politicans, labor agitators, and their paths cross 
now and again, knitting the story into a complex whole. Cantrell, old as he is, grows 
as we read - and as he experiences the impact of a changing world, from 1907 through 
the crash of 1929, A big canvas brought to vigorous being. A sort of fictionized 
Middletown. The central plot is of secondary interest, for here is American life in 
the living. $2.75 


A Handful of Good Bets 


James Street's new novel, IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE (Dial) has a good chance. Two top 
notch renters, - ‘anning Coles’ A TOAST TO TOMORROW (Doubleday) and Anne FProoks' KING- 
DOM ON EARTH (Morrow); an engaging story that may get word-of-mouth recommendation, 
THERE'S ONE IN EVERY FANILY by Frances Eisenberg (Lippincott); and a better than aver- 
age level in the thriller mart. See below for reports, 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Fiction 
March 25 


Halsted, Winifred IT'S NOT THAT EASY Dodd, Mead 


More amor, this time with a playful touch which tries a bit too hard, in 
the story of two sisters. The older one is practical and pretty, and deserts irre- 
sponsible Tick for solvent Jim and marries him. This leaves Tick to the younger sis- 
ter, who for some whimsical reason carries on a stubborn, bickering repartee court- 
ship for too many pages before they accept their newly found love. Pretty thin ro- 


mance. $2.00 
March 28 

Bisenberg, Frances THERE'S ONE IN EVERY FAMILY Lippincott 

* This is just one of those things that a goodly number of people will take 


to - someone of your staff will have fun passing it on to other people — and word of 
mouth recommendations may put it over. The Marsden family is already known to read- 
ers of various magazines (New Yorker, Harper's, The Atlantic). There's Joey, a six- 
year old case of stubborn refusal, who bewilders his teachers and bothers his family. 
There's Mr. Marsden, with his short-lived enthusiasms; Aunt Bessie with her Daughters 
of the Confederacy and her imaginative methods of foiling her husband's tobacco chew- 
ing. Engaging and amusing and fresh ~- with something for almost all tastes. $2.50 


March ??? 
Slade, Caroline JOB'S HOUSE ‘ Vanguard 


Here, by the author of The Triumph of Willie Pond, is another novel based 
on the problems of relief. The old couple whose story this is are a lovable pair and 
their problems of no money, no resources and the home they love and have built through 
forty years, become the reader's problems, cutting deep below the surface emotions. 
The main story is, to my way of thinking, weakened by the sub-plot of Bessie, the one 
normal member of a sort of modern Jukes family - a harrowing picture which pulls one 
away from the psychology of more normal relief, the ramifications of investigations 
and laws, the inevitable inadequacies of application to individual cases. The Manns 
and Bessie find a way out of the morass, a way which points a lesson in cooperative 
effort for all levels of society. $2.50 


April 1 


Brahms, Caryl & Simon, E. J. "DON'T, MR. DISRAELI?"” Putnam 


Roguish bantering period piece, which will amuse some and bore others. 
Somewhat self-consciously playful mosaic of London for a Victorian Romeo and Juliet 
romance, as a love story is almost foiled by the family feud. All sorts of people, 
an ill-assorted crew, including Disraeli, Queen Victoria, Melbourne, the Marx Brothers, 
Lady Blessington, ballet dancers, chefs, sa thant a musicians and statesmen, rub elbows 
in a haphazard narrative. 


$2.50 
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April 4 
Lundberg, Daniel RIVER RAT Reynal & Hitchcock 


A High School triangle story, played out against the stretches of the 
river which divides the Dedham of Boston's best from the people on the wrong side of 
the tracks. Ralph, who didn't belong, misused the opportunity for escape which Har— 
riet, who did belong, offered him, when she made possible the purchase of a canoe. 

She wanted to use it to "get away from it all"; he was caught in the obsession of 
wanting to be accepted by those other adolescents who hunted in couples and raced in 
teams, up and down the river. And there he found Dutchy, born to the inner circles 

of river ratdom. He played both ends against the middle; and he failed lamentably to 
qualify in any direction dictated by even common decency, and the book, for me at 
least, failed to measure up to promise in the degree to which Ralph failed to strike a 


single sympathetic chord. It is an original book - granted; but not an appealing one. 
$2.50. 


ApriT-tsS 5/20” Sine (ZOOM dnel salectrowr 
Koestler, Arthur DARKNESS AT NOON Maemillan 


The Moscow trials form the pivot around which this interpretation of the 
spirit and logic of the Russian Revolution is built. As an interpretation it is bril- 
liantly handled; as a novel it is almost motionless; it appeals more as an exercise in 
revolutionary ratiocination. Koestler, who knew several of the actual figures in the 
trials, has chosen a fictional Rubashov to embody the characteristics and activities 
of those involved. Through the period of his prison stay, we see the mentality of 
the revolutionist in his intellectual self-debates as he approaches a period of 
doubt, questioning whether the end justifies the means, whether the idea of mankind is 
more valid than the idea of man. For this breach of faith he is executed. Many seri- 
ous studies have been made of the trials; this novel comes as near the sense of truth 


as any of them. The market, however, is limited. $2.50 
April 16 
Smitter, Wessel ANOTHER MORNING Harper 


The Alaskan resettlement project forms the background for this new novel 
by the author of F,0.Ff. Detroit. Once again he shows a social awareness, an ability 
to photograph the small details that make his men and women human beings. But this 
novel has no flavor of left wing labor elements, implicit in the other. Rather is it 
a realistic picture of a cooperative venture, shorn of the sentimental flavor that 
characterized Barrett Willoughby's story in Alaska Holiday.) The plot revolves around 
a Michigan farmer and his family, the wife who refused to make the adaptation, the 
husband who found new life shaping itself under his hands as abilities, long dormant, 


were given a chance. Good reading, without being actually a good novel. $2.50 
April 17 

Street, James IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE Dial 

* Street's The Biscuit Fater reached a wide market through the screen; Oh 


Promised Land was one of 1940's best historical novels. This new book has the warm, 
kindly human touch of the former, in a simple story of the deep south and one boy's 
many problems in his "father's house". It is extraordinarily free from the senti- 
mentality that colors many studies of childhood, though the story is actually told by 
Little Hob Abernathy, recounting his many troubles with his dog and his coon, and his 
family. Street spins a good yarn and you'll like this one. He restores the integrity 
of the poor whites, with the honesty and solidity and pride of the family. $2.50 
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AprtT 18 4 3 


Engstrand, Stuart David SPRING 1940 Doubleday, Doran 


Engstrand has deserted the American historical setting for a novel of 
Norway today, of violent war and violent love, infused with violent emotionalism, a 
few touches of sexual ecstasy which the reader will find overwhelming. It is a tale 
of a family, step brothers and sisters, and of how one of them came back, after ten 
years in Germany, a Nazi, cold, pitiless, a Fifth Columnist who did not let family 
affiliations deter him from what he conceived to be his duty. There is war itself, 
mass killing of civilians, and revenge. A trifle overdone, it seems to me. $2.50 


Aaa Za & 





aApriT 23 


Juus HOM 
Benson, Sally JUNIOR MISS Random House 
* Another New Yorker series in took form, appealing, often amusing, a modern 
sub-sub-—deb, the central figure. Judy is almost 14, and her age complicates not only 


her own life, but that of her parents and sister. Big sister contributes most of the 
flies in the ointment; Mr. and Mrs. Graves try hard to meet each situation with grace 
and intelligence; but Judy, awkwardly uncertain of her own potentialities, generally 
beats them. $2.00 ,— 


April 30 
Hough, Frank O. THE NEUTRAL GROUND Lippincott 


This story is linked with its predecessors, Renown - If Not Victory, by 
some of the same characters, and further exploration of the history of the Neutral 
Ground in Westchester during tHe American Revolution. The story is based on the di- 
vergent activities of two friends, one of whom wins distinction in the Continental 
Army, the other in his attempts to save the manor system he had known and loved. The 
period extends from 1775-1783, with romance complicating the job of "policeman, horse 
thief and master spy" to which Trowbridge of the Continentals is committed. Plenty of 
factual background and characters -— a conscientious re-creating of the period. Not in- 
spired, but good solid reading for those who like that type of historical fiction.$2.75 





April ??? 


Akins Zoe FOREVER YOUNG Scribner 


A woman's story, this somewhat nostalgic tale of a girl's boarding school 
at the turn of the century. The story is told by the school's littlest pitcher with 
the biggest ears, looking backward from maturity to romance and intrigue, walled in 
by the school. There is the romance of the young French teacher and the sculptor; 
there is a sophisticated young shrew who is chief trouble maker in the school, the 
scheming Minette who meets the boys after hours and who eventually precipitates the 
crisis by leading a group of girls to a forbidden church social. Light tale, grace- 


fully handled, but without very wide appeal. Zoe Akins is the well known dramatist. 
$2.50 


Scott, Evelyn SHADOW OF THE HAWK Scribner 





Sorry, but I can't go along with those who are enthusiasts for Evelyn 
Scott. If what the reader wants is an orgy of self laceration, of self-conscious 
flagellation, Evelyn Scott will satisfy the craving. As for me, I find it as tough 
and unpalatable reading as has come this way for many a moon. It is a story built : 
up around an inventive employee of an automobile factory who has been convicted of 
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murder, and given commutation of sentence on his wife's plea and his son's inadequate 
alibi. The boy is realistically done - his adjustment to the continual baiting, to 
is convincing; the mother is incredible. Incidents are stripped 


an abnormal life, 
And yet - there are Evelyn Scott 


down to the last detail - the story limps along. 


fans. Even they will think this not up to her measure. $2.75 
May 2 

Coles, Manning A TOAST TO TOMORROW Doubleday, Doran 

° The Literary Guild has selected this as co-choice with the author's DPrink 


to Yesterday (published by Knopf - see page 505 - October 1940 bulletin). That was a 


brilliant, somewhat disillusioned story of counter espionage and of a youth whom it 
broke, Bill Saunders. This picks up the story with the tale of Tommy Hambledon, 
Saunder's friend and mentor, who isdeus ex machina. through an amazing series of epi- 
sodes. This has a different feel - it seems more naive, more light-hearted, but it 

is slick stuff. Hambledon has been shell-shocked, he loses his identity and takes on 

a German name and career, becoming Hitler's chief of police. The burning of the Reich- 
stag shocks him into awareness, and he uses his key position to frame and foil the 


Nazis. Good adventure -— but lacks the distinction of the earlier book. (May selection) 
$2.00 


Comstock, Harriet T. THE LONG WAY BACK Doubleday, Doran 


The story of Chris and Dick and a mad moment on a chaperoneless weekend 
which brought sorrow and years of separation to both. Chris becomes pregnant, but 
refuses to risk Dick's chances for a career, so is silent and goes to Canada to have 
her child. The child is disposed of - she goes on to California - and the secret 
stands between them, blocking their understanding for a long time. Second rate senti- 


ment. $2.00 


Harris, Bernice Kelly PORTULACA Doubleday, Doran 


Purslane, quietly published by a university press, caused a mild revolut- 
tion in critical circles, where the book was acclaimed as an American classic. Now 
comes the author's second book, again indicating a rare gift of understanding of the 
human equation, of a gift for interpretation of the undramatic scene. She has chosen 
a small Southern town - and has lifted off the roofs so that we can see what goes on 
beneath them. It is a sort of Main Street of the South, with Nancy Huntington, rest- 
less matron approaching forty, seeking to find herself and save herself from the in- 
tolerances, the pettinesses of the town. At times, Miss Harris seems obscure, groping; 
she hampers the pace of her story by interpolating stories written by her heroine, as 
part of her effort to escape. But, as a whole, the book emerges as an honest study 
of the psychology of a town. $2.50 


May 49 


Hoffman, Charles SOMEWHERE I'LL FIND YOU Knopf 


. Light love for four, in the nervous, smart-bitter modern manner - and very 
nice it is too. The two Davis boys, ace journalists, and the girls they love, - the 
one who shares their itching foot, the other who is very Bostonese and always left 
behind. Complete with accidents, separation, bombs over China - and a fine ending 
aboard a ship torpedoed on the way home. Rentals plus - with a smart sheen. $2.00 








March 1, 1941 Fiction ao 4{93-a 


May 7 


Dowdey, Clifford SING FOR A PENNY Little, Brown 


I was disappointed in this. I liked Gamble's Hundred; I liked Pugles 
Blow No More. Perhaps it is that a story of a self-made man, in himself a character 
for whom one can have small respect and no liking, set against the unpicturesque post 
carpet-bagger days, when the South (the setting is again Tidewater Virginia - Richmond) 
is beginning to pull itself up by its own bootstraps, lacks the appeal of the Colonial 
and the Civil War days. This book has more appeal for men than for women, with its 
involved manipulations of shady finance, steps in pursuit of an ignoble purpose of 
revenge. The romance has a checkered progress, and at the close even the girl comes 


out with none too clear a slate. Well-done, but not pleasant reading. $2.50 
Brooks, Anne KINGDOM ON EARTH ~ Morrow 
* An intelligent, companionable story of a marriage under present day dif- 


ficulties, for the midway-serious-light-fiction market. (Helen Hull et al.) This is 

the story of Harriet, quiet, capable, stable, who married into the blithe, unanalyt- 

ical easy-going Randolf family. The monied Randolfs, equipped to live the gracious | 
life, have an ease and confidence which captivates Harriet. But the money goes, leav- 
ing four dependent on her - each one reacting according to his or her character. It 
takes a minor revolution to get Joel back on his feet. Capable - convincing - good 
reading. $2.50 


May 8 | 
Idell, Albert PUG Greystone 


This is the winner of the Bookman's Prize and the publishers promise on 
extra amount of promotion in the trade. It’s a good story of the prize fight racket. 
A High School kid goes to the Y and soon wins local fame for a super left swing. He 
is build up to win in local bouts; goes to New York and comes through in a Golden 
Glove amateur; and then falls for the same old crooked game with a slick-tongued man- 
ager. A girl comes into his life - tries to rescue him in time - but in vain, and 
goes down with him, to her death. He sinks lower and lower, ending up as a third 
rater, slap happy bruiser, and is eventually killed in a strike where the knowledge 
that he can fight freely has been the bait that lured him. A good uppercut SEP story, 





elongated to novel size. It's good enough, though it has been better done. $2.00 
May 15 
Plagemann, Benz WILLIAM WALTER Greystone 


Runner up in the Greystone Bookman's Prize contest. The portrait of an 
artist, which, it seems to me, never cuts quite deep enough. The story is told by 
his closest friend, Al, and through his eyes we see Walter from childhood on ina 
small midwestern town. Sensitive, solitary, difficult, he alters the lives. of.all 
whom he touches. He goes to Chicago, falls in love with Eunice, whose unhappy mar- 
riage ends in divorce, and who marries him out of pity. The marriage disintegrates, 
as one commercial success is followed by increasing acclaim, decreasing funds, and 
encroachments on the artist's need for seclusion. Death brings an end — and Eunice 
is free to turn to Al, the narrator, whom she always loved. Somehow, it doesn't quite 
come off; it overreaches and never quite attains its goal. Just another book. $2.50 


LATE COMERS - in PRIEF REVIEW 


Davey, Williamt DAWN BREAKS THE HEART Howell, Soskin 


This has, with some justification, been compared to the work of Thomas 
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Wolfe. It is a confessional in the form of a novel, retracing with great intensity 

and great intimacy all the fevers, the agonies, humiliations and gropings of a sensi- 
tive young introvert's maturing. It has none of the diffuseness of Wolfe, but it has 
its turbulence, its savage self-proving. This is the story of Philip Bentham, his dis- 
sonant relationships at home and at school, the first recognition of sex in all its 
recognition of sex in all its curiosity and shame and disgust; insecurity and the in- 
tellectual affectations he assumes to offset it; then his meeting with Vivien Ashley, 
and an overnight marriage. Viven is part Lesbian, with resultant torment and perver- 
sity and contradiction in their marriage. One year of Bohemian aetivities - outbursts of 
hatred and frustration and lust - and then it founders. Like other books of its kind, 
its force derives from its sincerity, its fervor. (March 10) $2.75 


Holton, Edith Austin ANCHORS TO WINDWARD Penn 


Cape Cod again and Miss Holton's brine line given full wind, in the tale 
of Meribah and David. Their romance is storm ridden, as Meribah's stern grandmother 
blocks her marriage to David, whose sister had married a Portuguese and put the family 
beyond the pale. Eventually, with the coming of a kindly old codger, she foils her 
grandmother and marries her David. (March 21) $2.00 


Faherty, Robert BIG OLD SUN Putnam 


Florida somehow seems a region which lends itself to translation into words. 

Here again it has been done vividly,unforgettably. A story in the Faulkner-Caldwell 
tradition, without the ultra-sordidness, and with perhaps a bit of the tenderness of 
Marjorie Rawlings. An earthy tale of Florida crackers, of men and women who depend on 
fishing off the Keys for a living. Of a young girl dumped on the hands of some toughs. 
One, an alligator hunter wants her for himself; her heart is set on a conch boy, and 

she get him, only to lose him when the 'gator hunter kills him, and is in turn killed. 
Local justice outside the law - with emotions at low pitch. Well done, with an in- 
definable quiet strength. A good yarn. (March 7) $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
March 7 
Chambers, Dana THE BLONDE DIED FIRST | Dial 


"Jim Steele once again fast-stepping his way through murder, blackmail, 
bigamy, and semi-incest, aboard - and off board - the Empress Bermuda-bound. All in 
an attempt to help the millionairess socialite Brenda Carroll, whose second ex~husband 


is quite the criminal. In the usual fast-paced, glamorous and tasty Chambers tradi- 
tion. $2.00 


March 17 
Fair, A. A. SPILL THE JACKPOT! Morrow 


Bertha Cool (some 100 pounds slimmer) and Donald Lam on the hunt for a 
missing bride-to-be are tangled in a slot machine skullduggery, doublecrossing client, 
murder, a spot of financial finagling and eventually achiewe their goal. Lam gets a 
case of heart throbs and Bertha, after succumbing to flattery, returns to her money 
pinching self. Slick surfaced. $2.00 
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March 20 
Amos, Alan PRAY FOR A MIRACLE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Good old melodrama in the search for an enemy broadcasting station in 


Guatemala, as pilot Steve, snooping for the U.S., find The Girl, murders, prehistoric 


treasure hunt, torture, archaeological excavations and general shenanigans before he 
writes a successful finish to his assignments. Adventure rather than mystery. $2.00 


March 25 
Knight, Clifford THE AFFAIR OF THE CRIMSON GULL Dodd, Mead 
_ Huntoon Rogers quietly works his way through a rigor mortis rigamarole 
out at Lake Tahoe, when two of a group of old acquaintances and old summer residents 


are killed, and suspicion is aimed at a nice, young ex-husband of an equally nice girl. 
Quite some flimflam about an old Indian curse and a gull whose plumage reddens with 


each casualty help to distract the reader. Capable - but bland. $2.00 
March 25 

Billany, Dan IT TAKES A THIEF Harper 

* A good ‘un, and off the beaten track. Robbie Duncan, ex-crook who has 


just managed to get by the law, from rather mixed motives, good and bad, captures the 
leader of a gang, just in time to prevent the murder of a child witness. A sure fire 
thriller, with hairbreadth escapes, and enough corpses to satisfy Boris Karloff. $2.00 


April 1 
Foreman, L. L. DON DESPERADO Dutton 
* Well handled high adventure of the Southwest in the early 1800's. An 


Irish Texan soldier of fortune falls in love with a blueblood Senorita, who is be- 
trothed to the ruthless dictator of the province of New Mexico and trouble triples 
as the men tangle over her and the rule in New Mexico. There's plenty of adventure, 
pioneering, hostile Indians, physical hardships, marauders - trappings for a first 


rate yarn. $2.00 
April 7 
Hankins, R. M. LONESOME RIVER RANGE Macrae Smith 


Hard-paced and fancy-lingoed yarn of one Jack Hamlin, suspected of the 
shooting of his best friend and brother-in-law, who escapes from the fury of his wife, 
Sally-and the town. He returns later - under the guise of a desperado - protects 


Sally from a gang of crooks - wipes them out and clears his name. Good. $2.00 
April 8 

Steeves, H. R. GOOD NIGHT, SHERIFF Random House 

° Well told tale of the investigation of characters, emotions and motives, 


as an insurance company doctor ferrets out the accidental death of a woman in a visit 


to a small town, where he keeps his purpose a secret. 


reaved husband, the housekeeper, the guide and others. 
him to a confession, which he soon realizes is false, as he marks the case closed. 


It is a unique marriage and a tainted heredity that form the basis of the story. 
Good reading. 


He makes friends with the be- 
Many revelations seem to lead 


$2.00 
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April if e 
é 

Langham, James R. A POCKETFUL OF CLUBS Simon & Schuster 


Paced at a trot and winding up at a gallop, the story of the headless 
corpses, the Mayor and his determination to prevent his daughter marrying a radio 
announcer, the murder of the Mayor, mismanagement of civic funds, liquor illegalities, 
all serve to keep special investigator Sammy Abbott of Santa Monica on the jump. He 


quick thinks to a satisfactory solution. Fun. $2.00 
April 18 
Bagby, George HERE COMES THE CORPSE Doubleday, Doran 


Another Inspector Schmidt story (he of the Corpse with the Purple Thighs) 
with Bagby on the job as recorder, and the ward, Midge, and her rich young man, in the 
midst of murder and sudden death, not to mention a few false starts, Nazi plots and 
counterplots, spies and suspects galore. Money proves the root of all evil, but the 
murderer saves the family face by committing suicide, after all on the outskirts 
have realized he is the criminal. Good moments but uneven. $2 .00 


Kelsey, Vera THE OWL SANG THREE TIMES Doubleday, Doran 
Rio and Brazilian coffee business as backdrop for a triple killing, as 


young Jane George, eclipsed by her beautiful sister Vivian, amateur sleuths, with the 
aid of a distrusted beau. Death of a stranger, of Jane's brother-in-law, of a traitor, 


speed on a tangle of big business, romance and mystery. Colorful. $2.00 
Ofou Ee 
Shane, Susannah LADY IN LILAC Dodd, Mead 


A story of exchanged identities, and a girl who lands herself fifty thou- 
sand dollars and a fine case of murder. Much bewildered Helen knows none of the an- 
swers in a circle which includes the killed producer, his two avid wives, a Hollywood 
director who pursues her, and others. Bigamy, blackmail, kidnapping all involved. 


Nice formula for a slick enough trick. $2.00 
April 25 

Johns, Veronica Parker THE SINGING WIDOW Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

. Less gay than Hush Gabriel! but a neat and original frame for murder and 


body snatching in an old southern home in declining circumstances. Lineup of sus- 
pects includes a domineering mother, a drunkard son, a lovelorn millionairess, a med- 
ium, hatred and spirit jinxing when young chlorine Mona, widow of a murdered son, and 
her bar tender friend come to investigate sub-rose. Not strictly Hoyle, but most 
satisfactory skullduggery. $2.00 


Appid.2°?? 


Dean, Robert George MURDER IN MINK Scribner 


Anthony Hunter, of Schmidt's Agency, plus his sidekick, Bill Griffith, 
triggersnap the case of an extortion racket, murders, blackmail, and keep outside the 


law in their investigation. Not too involved a yarn, and has its amusing moments. 
$2.00 
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May 2 
Byrne, Jack GUNSWIFT Doubleday, Doran 


Well-handled openspacer re-murder and missing sums of money, smoked out by 
trouble-shooting Gentry and his pal. South Dakota and property manipulation screened 
by rustling, murder and feuds, enter the picture and Gentry opens fire on all plots 


and counterplots, unmasks the villain and gets the gal. Average. $2.00 
May 16 
Case, Robert Ormond WEST OF BARTER RIVER Doubleday, Doran 


Good telling, in an adventure story with high moments. Connolly, fiance 
of Dr. Brinkley's daughter, Marsha, rushes to Alaska to help them when woid of their 
ship being crushed in the ice, is received. Connolly braves all Alaskan dangers to 
save the girl he loves, unearths the attempt to steal Brinkley's platinum discovery, 
and with the help of a reformed adventurer brings everyone out in safety. $2.00 


Downing, Todd LAZY LAWRENCE MURDERS Doubleday, Doran 


Sheriff Peter Bounty tracing down the death of his old friend, Reaper, ex- 
governor of Texas, on a train from Texas to Mexico, whose passengers and their various 
concerns weave an intricate web around his investigations. Politics, scandal, hatred, 
the threat of a murderer on the loose, another death, a mild type of hold-up and quite 
a bit of padding, obscure the real simplicity of the crimes. The Mexican "feel" is 
excellent throughout - but the cast of characters is large and confusing and the point 
by point analysis often repetitious. Good solid fare for the market. $2.00 


Fetta, Emma Lou DRESSED TO KILL Doubleday, Doran 


New York dress designer, Susan Yates and Lyle Curtis, chief assistant D.A. 
together again to sleuth the killing of lady villainess of the advertising business. 
They unearth plenty of blackmail, hatreds, enmities, as Susan gossip-snoops for Curtis, 
follows her own angles on the case, and lets a catspaw get in danger this time. Close- 
reading crime concoction, for specialists who like them tightly knit. $2.00 


May 22 


Blochman, Lawrence G. SEE YOU AT THE MORGUE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


" Priceless furs, Phantom Secretaries, robberies, blackmail, romance and mur- 
der, in New York City, all come unstitched as Vivan and Barney, caught smack in the 
midst of things, finally play along with the police. Good ingredients for good enter- 
tainment. 


$2.00 
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MUST BOOKS 


March 20 
Bottome, Phyllis MANSION HOUSE OF LIBERTY Little, Brown 
* If I were forced to choose one book about England under fire, this is the 


book I should choose. There are books that have caught more vividly the spirit and 
drama of the R.A.F.; there are memorable epic records of Dunkirk; there are profounder 
philosophical treatises on the meaning of democracy. But there is no other single vol- 
ume which does so much so well. The greater part of the book makes one feel that one 
has been with Phyllis Bottome on her pilgrimage, has stayed with her in the shelters, 
large and small, in different parts of London and elsewhere; that one has tramped the 
London streets, listened in on the conversations, seen the people going about their 
daily lives, spirit unshattered, courage high, making light of heroism and belittling 
their own great qualities. One sees other parts of England, the battered Midlands and 
Coastal towns, the countryside, the towns and villages, the cottages and manor houses. 
One feels and shares the knowledge of England “carrying on". There are specific chap- 
ters given to the various forces, - army, navy, air force, civilian organizations, 
women's organizations. And throughout there is an intimate sense of understanding, of 
sharing, of levelling class distinctions, of glimpsing the touchstone of the new Eng- 
land in the making. It is a revealing and inspiring book, simply and directly writ- 
ten from the heart and mind and soul and spirit of England. The publishers are back- 


ing it extensively. $2.50 
April 14 

Churchill, Winston S. BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS Putnam 

* * While England Slept and Step by Step were prophetic and challenging, 


Churchill was considered by many as a Cassandra, speaking out of turn. Time has 

proved the soundness of his knowledge, the accuracy of his vision. The world has ac- 
cepted him as democracy's champion and leader. Now, with Blood, Sweat and Tears, we 
have complete, through the memorable speech of February last, the speeches made since 
Churchill’s star was again the ascendant and since he became Prime Minister. Important 
as milestones in the war; important as milestones in the history of democracy; impor- 
tant as great contributions to world literature. The publishers are backing it with 

a tremendous advertising and promotion campaign. The Book of the Month Club has se- 
lected it for May. Chance for plus sales on other two. $3.00 


Here Are a Few Good Bets 


The best (to date) picture of the R.A.F., WINGS OF VICTORY by Ivor Halstead (Dutton); 
tn book form, the radio record made by Columbia's ace reporter, THIS IS LONDON (Simon 
& Schuster); good escape reading in Rex Beach's PERSONAL EXPOSURE (Harper). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
Homer, Joy DAWN WATCH IN CHINA 2 i g Houghton, Mifflin 


An excellent piece of reporting on a timely subject, Free China - graphic, 
vivid, running the gamut from humor to grim tragedy, and leaving one with the feeling 
that the Chinese will ultimately win. The young author has used her first hand soure 
ces of observation and information to set down not only a record of her travels but 
her surprisingly mature evaluation of the fighting Chinese and the situation up to 

















} 
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1940; she was too soon to witness the apparently widening rift between Communists and 
Central Government. Miss Homer was delegated by the Interdenominational Church Com- 
mittee for China Relief as press correspondent. The book is closely packed with stir- 
ring details of her experiences, with intimate personal pictures of the individuals 
molding China's fate, with an analysis of what is going on behind the lines. Her con- 
clusions are favorable to the Chinese Christians; to the morale of the Chinese, to the 


spirit of national unity. $3.00 
March 31 wi 


Robertson, Ben | I SAW ENGLAND Knopf 


PM's English correspondent reveals a quick, young, first rate reportorial 
talent in his impressions of England at war. It has something of the flavor of Claire 
Boothe, a facility for picking up what the men and women are feeling, thinking, saying, 
in all classes of life. London prepares for war - Plymouth - the R.A.F. -— August in 
Dover under the first stiff barrages - the Battle of London - Dublin - Coventry. First 
hand conversations with men at the top. This has real vitality and transmits a sense 
of actuality. Covers a briefer span than Murrow's book, and is more surface reporting 


than interpretation. $2.00 Me 
Ickes, Harold L. - Ed. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS TODAY Vanguard 


A forum of opinion on the press today, by leading journalists, including 
Bruce Bliven, Raymond Clapper, Jonathan Daniels, George Gallup, Ralph Ingersoll, Frank 
Knox, William Allen White and others. Each article deals briefly with some phase of 
the press, the product of democracy which has the strongest responsibility to society 
for impartiality. From theoretical to specific, - loaded columns, monopoly journal- 
ism, "counting house considerations", advertising, big business controls, the "Press 
for Willkie Club", etc. There cannot fail to be some repetition, but top men in the 
field have said their say and made this a stimulating discussion of an important fac- 


tor in daily living. $2.50 
April 3 


MacNeice, Louis THE POETRY OF W.B. YEATS Oxford 


A profoundly scholarly study of Yeats from the side of poetry, with em- 
phasis on all elements which made up his achievement. Two main channels influenced his 
work, -— the Irish background and the English Aesthetic movement. These are studied and 
their relative values weighed. The work of his early period is related to his later 
development, the sources and influences are discussed. And through this one arrives 
at the man, relating his realism in his work to the drawn life which encompassed him. 
Not a book for a casual student of the art of poetry. One needs to be very familiar 
with Yeats and the period he represents. Colleges primarily. $2.50 


Gregory, Horace POEMS 1930-1940 Harcourt, Brace 


A selection of the finest work from earlier anthologies, and some hither- 
to unpublished (in book form) poems. Gregory is one of the most stimulating and best 
established of the so-called revolutionary poets. Whether in the sordid urban life of 


his early work, the economic struggle, or the world today of his later poems, his is a 
strong social attitude. Much in his technique is new, - his use of the conversational 
rather than the poetic language, of monologue, etc. 
direct and difficult for the lay poetry reader, but his is an important name. 


There is a great deal that is in- 
$2.50 
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April 3 


Michie, Allan A. & Graebner, Walter - &d. Harcourt, Brace 
THEIR FINEST HOUR: First Hand Narratives of the War in England 


Action stations of the war in England, direct, concise accounts by active 
combatants, in the air, on the sea, in the streets. Two editors of Life got these 
stories from all types of people, - a Sergeant who escaped Dunkirk, an R.A.F. squadron 
leader who fought over Dunkirk, a Flight Sergeant who bombed the Ruhr, a seaman on a 
convoy, an officer on a submarine, a doctor at Coventry, a London fireman, a housewife 
whose house had been bombed. Should have the same sort of marker that Williams’ Re- 
treat from Dunkirk has had, plus the fact that a wider range makes a wider appeal. 
Illustrated with fine photographs. Some of the material has appeared in Life. $2.50 


Moult, Thomas - Ed. THE BEST POEMS OF 1940 Harcourt, Brace 


If one can judge from this collection, singularly little significant verse 
has appeared in the year past. There are 82 poems included, 42 of which are British 
in origin, and seem to indicate that the quality of the English writers is better than 
our own, although there is not, as yet, any bulk of war poetry. This collection is one 
of a series begun in 1922, and important in courses on modern verse, as part of a rec+ 


ord. $2.00 
April 4 

Halstead, Ivor WINGS OF VICTORY Dutton 

. Squadrons Up! did a great deal towards humanizing and recording the drama- 


tic story of those to whom Churchill paid tribute:- "So many of us owe so much to so 
few". Here is the story of the "few", those who converted Dunkirk into a symbol of a 
victory of the spirit, who have saved the Battle of England from becoming a holocaust. 
The author has selected a representative number, unconscious heroes all; he lets them 
tell their own stories; he includes tributes from others; he traces the history of the 
R.A.F., from the First World War to the end of 1940. And he ventures prophecy, already 
partly substantiated, that the R.A.F. will grow more deadly in defense, more powerful 
in destruction. Here is as thrilling a story as one could ask of the organization, 

the strategy, the personnel, of individual heroism, of the essential spirit of the 
R.A.F. The already classic letter of the airman to his mother is included - symbolic 


of what the service means to England and to its members. Illustrated with fine photo- 


graphs. $2.50 


Strachey, John A FAITH TO FIGHT FOR Random House 


This is a very personal book, from a man who usually deals in abstractions. 
It is a record of his own remaking of a faith, of his study of what there is in Social- 
ism, the dogma he has accepted, that the Nazis have included, and where they have denied 
its tenets. He recognizes it as a "revolution of destruction", and states that England 
and democracy are fighting to prevent subjugation and enslavement, to defend their homes 
and their right to live as free men. This is not an economic creed, but a moral and 
spiritual expression of a man's firm belief in truth and love, and their power over 
fear, force and hate. He voices criticism of the attitude of the capitalists in our 
system, and pleads for the subordination of individual and material interests to the 
community good. There is much that is controversial in his expression of faith, but it 


is a book that gives one realization of ultimate aims and values - "a faith to fight 
$1.75 


for”. 
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Morton, H.V. H.V. MORTON'S LONDON Dodd, Mead 


Three volumes, previously published in England, are included in this single 
volume, - Heart of London, Ghosts of London, etc. Now, in the belief that the old 
London has gone, never to return, and that it will live in memory of those who knew 
and loved it, Morton is giving his American public his written memories, vignettes, 
the human side of the London caught in thestreets, the churches, the markets, on buses, 
trains and subways, in museums, inns and bars. There are glimpses of slums — and of 
Mayfair. There are facets of London rarely seen by the visitor, known only to the 
intimate lover of the city. An introductory section gives a glimpse of London today, 


keptalive in the spirit of the people. $3.00 ~~ 
April 7 ¥ 4 

Murrow, Ed THIS IS LONDON Simon & Schuster 

7 Several times a week, for many months, "This is London" brings to countless 


listeners the assurance that the grand old city has come through another 24 hours. 
Here, in book form, are the broadcasts of the first sixteen months of war, and they 
"read" almost better than they "listen". As a unit, they give a day by day picture of 
London and other parts of England from which Murrow has broadcast. Here is the picture 
of destruction and death; of building and hope; here is the story of Chamberlain's 
withdrawal and the rise of Churchill; here are epic descriptions of London, bombed 
night and day, still carrying on; here is the saga of Dunkirk, the stand of the R.A.F. 
But above all here is the spirit of a people who do not know defeat. There is a rec- 
ognizable gamble in a book which is a compilation of broadcasts; but these are broad- 


casts that deserve permanent form, and that are worth reading as a living record. J 
$2.00 


April 8 


Withington, Alfreda MD MINE EYES HAVE SEEN A Woman Doctor's Saga Dutton 


An unusual record of perseverance and fortitude and generosity, ina 
pioneering woman doctor who has spent her life in active service to mankind. But it 
is not as good reading as some of its predecessors. At the time when she entered the 
profession, it was a man's world. She studied in New York, Vienna, Prague; she re- 
turned to practice in Pittsfield, Massachusetts; she spent one summer under Grenfell 
in Labrador; she went to France in 1917, though over age, and stayed until 1921 direct- 
ing the tuberculosis work for the Rockefeller Commission. When she returned she be- 
came a "doctor on horseback" in the Kentucky mountains, under primitive conditions, up 
to her retirement at 71. Grand material, told in too undramatic and impersonal a way | 


to carry over as it should. $3.50 


April 11 
Kennedy, E.D. THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY Reynal & Hitchcock 


A straight factual and statistical history of the automobile business, 
with emphasis on financial gains and losses. A fabulous story of a spectacular rise. 
Real beginnings in 1910, men and firms, mergers and monopolies, the emergence of the 
"big three", expanding industry through the war boom, lean years and fat, with years 
of depression paralleling that of the country and increasing problems of distribution 
and manufacture and unionism. Recovery under the New Deal, and today's new problems 


precipitated by the war. A man's book, predicated on an initial interest in the sub- 
ject. $3.50 








- 140 - 


March 15, 1941 Non-fiction 
April 14 
Owen, Russell THE ANTARCTIC OCEAN Whittlesey 


Owen won the Pulitzer Prize in 1931 for his coverage of the first Byrd 
expedition, and he wrote a book called South of the Sun, so his background is sound 
for this biography of the Antarctic Ocean, the myths and the legends connected with 
it. He covers the international exploration and controversy, and the possible future 
uses of the land and waters. The factual backstop is livened with excerpts from ex- 
plorers' accounts, and details of the lives of the men associated with each expedition, 
and an evaluation of their work, up to the latest investigations by ship plus plane. 
True adventure market, well told by an expert. Illustrated with photographs and maps. 


This is the second volume of the Oceans of the World series. $3.00 
sprit Io dae 
Heymann, Hans PLAN FOR PERMANENT PEACE: The Bank of Nations Harper 


The sub-title would lead one to expect a book of more limited appeal than 
is actually the case. Actually, I think this should be challenging reading for any- 
one concerned in the status of the world after this war is over, a book to read in 
connection with Streit's Union Now With Britain, and with Wriston's Prepare for Peacet 
Of the three books, Streit's plan is a broader gauged blue print for a federal union 
of the English speaking world. Heymann's plan stems from the imperative need for an 
economic association. And Wriston's book almost avoids the question of any form of 
union, but deals chiefly with preparedness for the peace conference before the time 
is upon us....So much for brief comparison, to help you place the books for your cus- 
tomers. Heymann speaks from the point of view of lifelong experience in the field of 
finance, from intimate knowledge of the procedure under the Weimar Republic and rec- 
ognition of the basic causes of the last war and the present war. His plan for a 
"Bank of Nations" is closely linked with federal world authority and an international 
labor office. He urges consideration of internal economic health, of universal prop- 
erty-life insurance, of a creative credit system, of an international medium of ex- 
change, of the extension of short term credits to trade, of the creation of promissory 
notes for long-term investment, all as part of the mechanism of international economic 
association. He sees ultimately a United States of the World, a sort of social capital- 
ism. And he sees in the project of the Hemisphere Bank a step towards his Bank of Na- 
tions. There are elements that will cause violent discussion and disagreement; some 
of his aims are too optimistic; but much of what he says is food for thought and a pron / 
gram for action. $3.50 , 


Wriston, Henry M. PREPARE FOR PEACE Harper 


Wriston demonstrates, through comparative and parallel historical examples, 
that there is nothing new under the sun - all this has happened before, in various 
forms, there have been the equivalent of today's problems in past wars, past peaces. 

He warns against shelving democratic processes, against drift in eventual policétes, 

but urges us rather to accentuate democratic policies and aims and to define means. 

His central thesis, however, is the importance of intelligent preparation for peace, 
through the establishment of a commission linked with the State Department, through, 
perhaps, a Foreign Service College, along the lines of the Naval War College. At 

times his point of view seems almost reactionary; then again he comes out for ultimate 
conception of a federation made effective through less government, not more government, 
through acceptance of international interdependence in economic life, as in arts, sci- 
ences etc. $2.50 
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Snavely, Guy E. CHOOSE AND USE YOUR COLLEGE Harper 


An adequate handbook on a subject perplexing to parents and High School 
students alike. The book is up-to-date, shows the most recent trends in requirements 
for different professions, even including the draft problem. College or not college; 
which college (generalizations here), advice on loans. To this point it has been 
done elsewhere. From this point on, the material is new in a book of the type - the 
whole question of making the most of college once there: - curriculum, career founda- 
tions, friendships, health, college activities (occasionally preachy). But on the 
whole, there are sound answers to recurrent questions. $2.Q0 


-April 4 


Beach, Rex PERSONAL EXPOSURES | Harper 


. A novel sort of autobiography, packed full of interest, salted down with 
humor. One feels as though Rex Beach were sitting on the other side of a blazing fire, 
swopping experiences, as incidents are shared, without boast, but with the satisfac- 
tion of a person who has explored life and found it good. There is small attention 

to chronology, except in the outline of early years, -— farm life, trip by inland water- 
ways from Michigan to Florida, existence as "poor whites", education at Rollins College, 
then in his brothers' Chicago law firm; professional football as a meal ticket; the 
Klondike gold rush, from which he emerged with just a mandolin, but with a fund of ex- 
periences which would later serve him well. He went into the firebrick business as a 
salesman and emerged as vice-president. And then began his writing career, - short 
stories, true stories, stories of men he had known, experiences in the movies, trips 
here,there and everywhere (Panama during the building of the canal, and again for wild 
life pictures, further trips to Alaska, Washington to put his word in for opening up 
the Glacier National Park for miners). Practical sides of life as a farmer in New 


Jersey and in Florida, experiments in fertilizers, in marketing, in beef cattle. A 

varied and colorful life, well told. $2.75 
April 18 

Young, James R. BEHIND THE RISING SUN Doubleday, Doran 


Some 13 years of newspaper work in Japan and 61 days imprisonment gave the 
author an intimate inside picture of Japanese internal conditions. Here is a long 
term scrutin§¥ of Japanese life, government, faith, customs, stories of cliques, of 
censorship, of revolution, of spy phobia. He discusses various aspects of that jump- 
ing bean life of a foreign correspondent - years he savored to the full, though today 
he feels that peace with Japan's present leaders is impossible. There has been very 
little written of late about Japan from within; a book such as this is enlightening 
and should sell, but there seems to be a resistance to books on Japan, except as it 


relates itself to the whole problem of the Far East. $3.00 
Aprit-22-— ° a aie 
Nicolaides, Kimon THE NATURAL WAY TO DRAW Houghton, Mifflin 


For individual beginner and instructor, is this break-with-tradition how- 


to-do book that assumes an adult intelligence on the part of the would be artist. 


Description of the work-learning project, schedules for work, details and explanations 
It is an 


$2.50- 
Be fo. | 


of methods, materials, media in a logical, understandable teaching guide. 
interesting excursion from hackneyed precepts. 
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April 22 “7 


Bartlett, Capt. Sir Rasil MY FIRST WAR Macmillan 


This is an army officer's journal for May 1940, through Belgium and the 
Dunkirk evacuation, a simple personal narrative. There was the lull before the storm, 
there were activities in spotting enemy attempts at espionage, sabotage and propa- 
ganda, following up suspicious characters and incidents. Then the declaration of war, 
the refugees, the attitude of civilians and troops, the problem of detaining suspects, 
billets on the march, chance meeting with friends, the retreat and the dangers of the 
German encirclement. Finally, Dunkirk and the British meeting the challenge of a 
seemingly hopeless situation, and the gaiety, ribaldry, kindliness and sheer stark 
courage of the British Tommy. The author is a playwright and gives full value. $1.50 


Peattie, Roderick Ji-INCURABLE ROMANTIC ley 1S Macmillan 


. Donald Peattie's brother has written herein an original and delightful 
autobiography, an adventure in living, in education, in wanderlust, in home building. 
The first two thirds of the book are definitely autobiographical, as he shares the ad- 
venture of a life in which his specialty, geography, found expansion in all directions- 
notably mountains, islands, and odd places of the European continent. One shares his 
spirit of experiment in new things and new places, and applauds the imagination and 
originality of the wife who shared it. At home, he taught (still teaches) at Ohio 
State, and the last section of the book is his philosophy of teaching, ending with a 
plea:= "I urge a little daring, a bit of imagination, a bit of individual expression”. 


In his own life, he has it all. $3.00 
April 28 
Sontheimer, Morton NEWSPAPERMAN: A Book About the Bustness Whittlesey 


This is no Emily Post guide to success, though it emphasizes the do's and 
don'ts, the lines of growth and development in writing fields and other jobs connected 
with every phase of newspaper work. He stresses the ingenuity demanded, examines the 
ethics, analyzes the positions - and warns of writing ruts. He gives leads for in- 
terviewing and reporting, indicates attitudes towards the job in hand, warns against 
discouragement, dissects the editorial bosses. Good book for journalism courses, for 
graduates with newspaper bent. Strictly factual, livened by anecdotes, yarns, and 
tricks of the trade. $2.75 


April ?? 
Polier, Justine Wise EVERYONE'S CHILDREN, NOBODY'S CHILD Scribner 


Anyone interested in studying the administration of criminal justice in 
dealing with children will find this work a gold mine. Judge Polier is one of New 
York's great humane judges, a pioneer in work with underprivileged children. In this 
book she has brought together every type of case dealing with children and crime; she 
tries to show the background, the roots from which crime has sprung. A splendid case 
book,of interest to the social worker and all interested in any phase of welfare, 
criminology and allied fields. Should be used in college courses on social problems; 
should be studied in woman's club groups; a valuable book for public library reference 
shelves $2.75 
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May 2 
Beck, James M. THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES Doubleday, Doran 
Adams, James Truslow - éd, REVISED AND ENLARGED 


The former Solicitor-—General of the U.S. published this standard history 
of the constitution in 1923. It is singularly timely today, when questions of con- 
stitutional rights are constantly in the public eye. The first half of the book traces 
the slow and painful steps by which the founding fathers achieved the constitution as 
we know it, the initial Articles of Confederation having proved inadequate, and a con- 
stitutional convention having been called to draw up a more powerful form of govern- 
mental control. The intervening years made possible the success of the new government ,- 
restoration of prosperity, Washington's position, the administrative genius of Hamilton. 
He then discusses the political philosophy and basic principles,- (1) representative 
government; (2) dual form of government; (3) guarantee of individual liberty; (4) in- 
dependent judiciary. The last part of the original text weighs the government after 
the first World War and finds it wanting, and analyzes the reasons. Many of the argu- 
ments he presents are arguments that have been rife during the past eight years. Adams, 
in an epilogue, pays tribute to the farsightedness of Beck, carries his points a step 
further, but expresses his confidence in the awareness of the people to the dangers and 
the challenge. | $2.50 
mm ar, 16 
Hay, Thos. Robson & Werner, M.R. THE ADMIRABLE TRUMPETER Doubleday, Doran 


This is a biography of General James Wilkinson, whose chief claim to fame 
lies in his connection with the Burr conspiracy. Here is the rest of his story, a long 
record of intrigue and exploitation of his own selfish ends, ironical in title and 
handling. The book has a note of authenticity, contemporary sources are largely quoted, 
it is a careful and scholarly job - though one questions its value. A colorful and 
contradictory character, with an exciting career, Wilkinson began his military life 
during the American Revolution and ended it in the Mexican revolutions of the 1820's. 

On the side, he carried on speculation, intrigue, political duplicity, along the Mis- 
sissippi, playing Spanish and French and American ends against each other. The story 
of an out and out rascal, the perfect hypocrite. $3.00 


May 7 
Ethridge, Willie Snow I'LL SING ONE SONG Macmillan 


The author of As I Live and 8reathe, as an antidote to present threat of 
world destruction, focuses on life about her in Kentucky, on homely experiences. Mar- 
riage, a son, househunting and renovation, mistakes in the hunting set, cruising, rid- 
ing, servant and household incidents, gardens, the gossipy, small-town atmosphere of 
Louisville, guests and parties, holidays, voting, the Derby and its ramifications, 
recreations, hobbies. All in all, a personal, sometimes sentimental, often amusing 


record. $1.75 


May 25 
Hauser, Ernest 0. HONORABLE ENEMY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


On page 141 we reviewed Behtnd the Rising Sun, by James R. Young, the 
record of a newspaper man in Japan. Here is a study of the Japanese done by an econo- 
mist, author of Shanghat: City for Sale, who went to the Orient at the age of 20, 
and has kept up his contacts through his work with the Institute of Pacific Relations. 
In this book he has revealed the human side of the Japanese, a split personality, a 
cross between a frustrated knight and an Oriental bully. He takes a stock character, 
shows how all influences work in his life, how he feels towards the war, what he is 
like in business. He gauges the mechanics of the Japanese psychology, emotions and 
thinking, and presents it in entertaining fashion. $2.50 


| 
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These Are Late Arrivals 


Lin, Adet, Anor & Meimei DAWN OVER CHUNGKING John Day 


Lin Yutang's three daughters, authors of Our Family, tell here the story 
of their three months' experiences in their native country at war. The girls have 
grown up since their previous book. The experiences which they share with their 
readers - bombings, life in dugouts, "normal" life, food, the people, schooling, air 
raids, visitors, - simply told, and well told. Their pride and faith in China is 


heartening. Meimei, the youngest, contributes her share in small girl fashion. A 
likeable book of observation, sentiment and some humor. (March) $2.00 
MacLeish, Fleming & STRATEGY OF THE AMERICAS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Reynolds, Cushman 


Here through an assembly of facts, and facts alone, is an examination of 
the Hemisphere position. Our airpower and the need for a third arm; the geographic 
key points to be defended; the dubious potentiality of invasion; the fighting strength 
of dictator countries; the organization of our army and navy; armaments; ships. Aid 
to Britain and Hemisphere defense not mutually exclusive. Good statistical survey of 
the strengths and weaknesses of the country, as groundwork for discussion. There seems 
to be no great challenge or original contribution. (March) $2.50 


Torson, Gladys HOW TO BE A HERO TO YOUR SECRETARY Greenberg 


My secretary elected me to read this book. If I made her do all the things 
suggested in this handbook for bosses, I think she'd walk out on me. Perhaps she thinks 
I should tighten the reins a bit, organize the office on more military (and less human) 
lines.... This should prove a useful book for big offices, where there are successive 
levels of authority. There are more tips on office organization than on office psychol- 
ogy. Not as amusing as it might be. (March) $2.00 


American Guide Series KEY WEST FLORIDA Hastings House 
LOUISIANA STATE GUIDE 


Two more volumes in this valuable series of Writers' Project publications, 
but neither of them volumes for wide distribution, outside their own locale. The Key 
West Florida volume should have a sportsman appeal, for here is the paradise for fish- 
ermen, and this tells where to g0, what to see, why and how. (March) $1.25 
Loutstana State Guide supplements the New Orleans volume (already published), and makes 
one realize the past and present of a colorful state, the many interests and attrac- 
tions, the variety, the contribution made to the national picture. A not too thorough 
examination seems to indicate that the Huey Long scandals are somewhat glossed over, 
and credit given him for many contributions to state betterment. (March) $3.00 


Green, Paul & Wright, Richard NATIVE SON Harper 


A dramatization of the novel, published a year and a half ago, and a sen- 
sational success for a few months. The characters and plot follow the novel fairly 
closely, so don't read it for its entertainment value, but for a social document, a 
tragic commentary on one facet of the race problems. The play is to be produced by 
Orson Welles and John Houseman. (March 25) $2.00 
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Sorenson, Helen THE CONSUMER MOVEMENT Harper 


Studious presentation in the field of consumer education of what the move- 
ment is, how it developed, and the necessity for "consumer action" for its future 
progress. Though this includes material on consumer cooperatives, it is primarily con- 
cerned with consumer group organization, the variety of interests that constitute the 
consumer movement, the definite objectives of consumer groups, the spread of services, 
testing agencies, committees, leagues, associations of all kinds and their power as 
consumer groups. This is a study and analysis of the issues and problems before the 
individual consumer and the group consumer, of the relation between business, pro- 
ducers, manufacturers and the public; the organization, finances and principles be- 
hind the listed agencies; the educational forums and literature, the research services 
and their value, the acceleration and nation-wide spread of legislation on value, de- 
pendability, etc. of consumer goods. (March) $2.50 


Bloch, Leon Bryce - Fd. THE WORLD OVER IN 1940 - The Living Age Manual Living Age Press 
Middleton, Lamar 


An excellent reference book, which ~ with its two predecessors and the vol- 
umes in the years ahead should prove to be of inestimable value. A combination of 
chronology and interpretation, based on exhaustive research through periodicals, news- 
papers, government reports, official publications, documents, pamphlets, radio, trans- 
cripts, etc. The commentary is brief, but written by experts it weighs the evidence 
advisedly. (Published) $4.00 


Williams, Francis WAR BY REVOLUTION Viking 


Another "literary hand grenade" on democracy versus fascism by a former 
editor of the London Daily Herald. Williams believes that England "must fight this 
war not as a British war but as an international revolution of democracy against re- 
action". He analyzes the collapse of France, charging lack of ideals as a reason she 
disintegrated. He takes up the sources of unity and disunity in England, outlines 
Hitler's plans, and specifies the need for a socialized democracy for now - and the 
future - of England. A little of the Laski liberalism, but not as pungent. Perhaps 
not so drastic, and therefore may prove easier to take. England claims it as another 
answer to The Wave of the Future ~ democracy, not Fascism claimed as the "wave". An 
excerpt from this book appeared in Life a few weeks ago, and caused many repercussions, 
Here again is a statement of war aims to give strength to conviction. Perhaps some 
will say - "Old stuff". But it is done with a new slant (March) $1.50 


Notes on Notes from the Stephen Daye Press 


We've not seen hide nor hair of the three books heralded in their latest "Daye's Work" 
but they ought to be worthwhile then they get around to sending them to us. There's 

a cartoonist’s opus, done with the left hand (we often think that's the way most of 
them are done). But this one is accidental, for Francis Dahl broke his right arm, and 
with his left arm has collected a lot of fan mail. Advised for convalescents, who are 
strong enough not to fall out of bed laughing. LEFT HANDED COMPLIMENTS by Francis 
Dahl, due just about now..,.. And a month from now they promise a book on country danc- 
ing (the latest fad in New England - has it hit the rest of the country?) SWING YOUR ~ 
PARTNERS. The publicity doesn't mention the author. Perhaps they are waiting to see 
tf the Stephen Daye Press emerges intact from their barn dance..... I'll not forgive 
them if they don't send us Muriel Follett's new book, A DROP IN THE BUCKET, for I was 
one of the first boosters for her New England Year. Perhaps I'll take them up on 

the1r invitation to a Vermont week-end late in the spring. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Alliance 
Hayes, Dorsha- THE AMERICAN PRIMER- from 3/15 to 3/27 108 
Patten, Gilbert- MR. FRANK MERRIWELL- from 3/3 to 4/1 42 
Bobbs Merrill 
Calverton, V.F.-— WHERE ANGELS DARED TO TREAD- from 3/10 to 3/27 32 
Cobb, Irvin S.- EXIT LAUGHING- 3/17 correct date 80 
Doubleday, Doran 
Skidmore, Hubert- HAWK'S NEST- from 3/7 to 3/21 20 
Harper 
Cole, R.C.- VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE FOR BOYS- from 3/20 to 3/26. Price from 
$2.00 to $2.50 109 
De Haven & Kalm— HOW TO BREAK INTO RADIO- from 3/20 to 3/26 108 
Helm, Mack- MODERN MEXICAN PAINTERS- from 3/20 to 3/26 109 
Huxley, J.- Title from THE UNIQUENESS OF MAN to MAN STANDS ALONE. From 
3/20 to 3/26 109 
Simpson, K.- BIG BUSINESS EFFICIENCY AND FASCISM- from 3/20 to 3/26. 
Price from $3.00 to $2.50 110 
Tilden, F.— BETTER SEE GEORGE- from 3/20 to 3/26 102 
White, Ethel Lina- SOME MUST WATCH— from 3/20 to 3/26 6 
Houghton, Mifflin ; 
Lion, Hortense~ MILL STREAM- from 3/11 to 3/21 74 
MacLeigh, A.— A TIME TO SPEAK- correct date 3/28 91 
Morrel, M.McB.- WHEN THE WORLD WAS YOUNG- from 3/11 to 3/21. Price from 
$3.50 to $3.00 29 
Lippincott ' 
Beaty, J.Y.-— NATURE IS STRANGER THAN FICTION- from 4/9 to 4/16 88 
Little, Brown 
Remarque, Erich Maria- FLOTSAM- from 4/17 to 4/21 100 
Longmans Green 
Dilts, M.M.-—- THE TELEPHONE IN A CHANGING WORLD- from 4/30 to 4/23 56 


Macmillan 
Abercrombie, R.K.- HOW TO BUY OR BUILD YOUR HOME WISELY- postponed to 3/18 33 


Cruickshank, H.G.- BIRD ISLANDS DOWN EAST- from $3.50 to $2.50 pase 

Digges, J.— IN GREAT WATERS— from 3/11 to 3/25 83 

Jennings, John- CALL THE NEW WORLD- from 4/1 to 3/25 75 

Ransome, A.- THE BIG SIX (J)- from 3/11 to 3/25 123 

Silverman, M.— MAGIC IN A BOTTLE- from 3/4 to 3/25 53 

Zaturenska, M.— THE LISTENING LANDSCAPE- from 3/4 to 3/18 53 
Macrae Smith 

Marshall, M.M.-— NURSE INTO WOMAN- from 4/14 to 5/12 45 
Random House 

Chase, Stuart- A PRIMER OF ECONOMICS (J)- from $1.25 to $1.00 124 

Kesselring, J. - ARSENIC AND OLD LACE—- Definite date 3/27 58 

Lengyel, Emil- TURKEY- from 3/19 to 3/28 108 
Reynal & Hitchcock 

Horn, Florence- ORPHANS OF THE PACIFIC- from 3/21 to 3/28 110 

Veiller, Bayard- THE FUN I'VE HAD- from 3/21 to 4/4 110 
Simon & Schuster 

Farjeon, Eleanor- MISS GRANBY'S SECRET-— Definite date 4/18 105 

Flynn, John T.- MEN OF WEALTH- from 4/7 to 5/27 113 

Gershwin, George- THE GEORGE GERSHWIN SONG BOOK- Definite date 5/5 112 
Viking ‘ 

Honore, York- POTTERY MAKING (J)- Definite date 4/14 122 


Yale 
Pratt, J.B.-— CAN WE KEEP THE FAITH- postponed to 4/?? 93 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - April list to 15th 


Foreman, L.L.—- DON DESPERADO (Dutton) 
Knight, Eric- THIS ABOVE ALL (Harper) 


Bell, Thomas-— OUT OF THIS FURNACE (Little, Brown) 
Thompson, Sylvia- THE GULLS FLY INLAND (Little, Brown) 


Halstead Ivor- WINGS OF VICTORY (Dutton) 

Herbert, A.P.- SIREN SONG (Doubleday, Doran) 

Maugham, W. Somerset-— UP AT THE VILLA (Doubleday, Doran) 
Strachey, John- A FAITH TO FIGHT FOR (Random House) 


Morton, H.V.- H.V. MORTON'S LONDON (Dodd Mead) 
Murrow, Ed- THIS IS LONDON (Simon & Schuster) 


Knight, Brigid- WALKING THE WHIRLWIND (Crowell) 


Pratt, T.— MERCY ISLAND (Knopf) 
Smith, Harvey- THE GANG'S ALL HERE (Princeton University Press) 


Ashton, Helen— TADPOLE HALL (Macmillan) 
Steeves, H.R.-— GOOD NIGHT, SHERIFF (Random House) 


5/19 —Wol Maritta M.- WHISTLE STOP (Random House) 


April 


April 
April 


April 


March 
March 
March 


March 


March 


9- 


11- 


12- 


14- 


20- 


26- 


28- 


??- 


Piper, Anson-— BLACK CREEK BUCKAROO (Morrow) 
Shattuck, Richard- THE SNARK WAS A BOOJUM (Morrow) 


Sanderson, I.~ LIVING TREASURE (Viking) 
Garth, David-— TIGER MILK (Kinsey) 
Bangs, Francis H.~ JOHN KENDRICK BANGS (Knopf) 


Churchill, Winston S.- BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS (Putnam) 
Nathan, Robert- THEY WENT TOGETHER (Knopf) 


Please Add These Titles To Your March 15th to April ist Calendar 
Bottome, Phyllis— MANSION HOUSE OF LIBERTY (Little, Brown) 
Jennings, John- CALL THE NEW WORLD (Macmillan) 

Billany, Dan- IT TAKES A THIEF (Harper) 


Eisenberg, Frances- THERE'S ONE IN EVERY FAMILY (Lippincott) 
Homer, Joy-— DAWN WATCH IN CHINA (Houghton Mifflin) 


Slade, Caroline-— JOB'S HOUSE (Vanguard) 


Page 
133 


100 


138 
87 
38 

138 


139 
139 


76 
18 
103 
103 
133 
103 


106 
104 


86 
106 
88 


136 
38 


136 
75 
133 


127 
136 


127 
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SPRING GARDEN BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


Garden Book Week was abandoned this year for various reasons. In the first place, the 
number of new garden books is small, for the perennial crop of English garden books is 
missing. In the second place, seasonal interest has regional variations, and the early 
April date came too late for a large part of the country, while an earlier date proved 
impractical from the publishers’ angle. And the result? Book sellers this year must 
plan their own displays, their own promotion. The current issue of Publishers’ Weekly 
(March 8th) should prove a boon to all who are interested. Garden Clubs will undoubted- 
ly help you to have your own local Garden Book Week. And remember the cheering fact 
that stock garden books are just as good as new garden books for there are always new- 
comers to the cult, and oldsters who are building their garden libraries slowly. At 
the end of this section, we are listing some books, already reported, which should 

find a place in your garden book program. Copy on new books (reported below by Gene 
Simmonds) includes all available at this date. Watch in later issues for Macmillan's 
prize contest winner, Plants in The Home by Frank K. Balthis, which is coming in late 
Spring. 

































e What has been said about English imports of garden books applies almost more to sport- 
ing books. There are, however, a few American publications included here. 





Bailey, L. H. & Bailey, E. 2. HORTUS SECOND Macmillan 


This dictionary of horticulture has been a standard reference book ever 
since its publication. Now it has been completely revised and reset to include new 
data on cultivation, new findings about North American plants, etc. The material is 
arranged in alphabetical sequence for ready reference. New plants introduced into 
this country in recent years are included; changes in nomenclature are noted; defini- 
tions are expanded. Dr. L. H. Bailey is the editor of The Standard Cyclopedia of 


Horticulture. Fully illustrated. —_* 22) $12.00 
Cpr 


Announc ing 





Gericke, W. F. COMPLETE GUIDE TO SOILLESS GARDENING Prentice Hall 


The price on this standard reference book is now $1.89 
Goshorn, Gladys M. DO YOU KNOW YOUR GARDEN Oxford 


A strict measuring-stick of garden knowledge that will embarass many a 
Garden-Clubber who knows all about horticulture. To introduce Mrs. Goshorn's book 
a we suggest you hold a garden quiz in your shop offering this book as first prize. 
The volume is drawn up as a series of quizzes, with twenty or more questions and de- 
tailed answers to each chapter. Illustrated in line by Julian Brazelton. The book 
will be widely advertised and circularized. (Published) $2.50 
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Hersey, Jean I LIKE GARDENING Hale Cushman & Flint 


A gay garden book especially suited to the amateur who has either no knowl- 
edge or is weighed down by too much complicated advice or directions. It sounds the 
note that gardening can be fun, that everyone can cultivate "green fingers"; and be- 
cause it is practical and extremely comprehensive it might easily serve as a primary 
bible for many years. The subjects are varied suggesting a wide scope for individual 
tastes in annuals, perennials, birds, pools, indoors and out. A good book for garden 


clubs to distribute to their new members. (Published) $2.00 
Large, E. C. THE ADVANCE OF THE FUNGI j Henry Holt 


This book has an astonishing amount of interest for the layman, although 
its chief value will be for the plant pathologist, the scientist. Into a record of 
the march of the fungi, the battle of man against micro-organisms, there is a good 
deal of biographical data, there is history and adventure. All phases of related 
plant disease (rust, canker, mildew, etc.). Development over generations of methods 
of meeting the challenge. And, step by step, progress towards blight resistance and 
immunity. Tribute paid to contribution of U.S. (March) $4.00 


Mop Jean, Forman T. THE GLADIOLUS Whittlesey House 


A book for not a large market - but a growing one. With the craze for 
flower arrangements came a new interest in the gladiolus. New varieties sprang up, 
new colors, shapes and sizes. Now it is not unusual to have to look twice to see 
whether a decoration is sporting orchids or the less exotic but equally ornamental 
gladiolus. Mr. McClean starts a century back with the history of gladiolas, traces 
the development of the species here and abroad, in South Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand. He tells the story of the various species and the breeders who worked on 
them. The book will interest both amateur growers and florists. Illustrated with 
photographs. (March) $2 .6O 


Onstott, Kyle BEEKEEPING AS A HOBBY Harper 


Here is a book which will meet a real need, for more and more large and 
small scale gardeners are going in for beekeeping, not only as a hobby, but as a 
definite and important factor in cultivating their gardens. Here is a practical work- 
ing book, with basic precepts and procedures, and an analysis of good and proved 
methods. Details of equipment, types of hives, costs. Instruction on handling bees, 
on management and care of hives, on feeding, on controlling swarms, on extracting Ps: 
honey, on queen rearing, on diseases and vermin. (Apritt- $2.00 


Thay 24 


Announcing 


Patterson, Sterling BE YOUR OWN GARDENER Harper 
New chapter inserted. Author on lecture tour. $2.50 
Pratt, Richard THE PICTURE GARDEN BOOK Howell Soskin 


The author is the garden editor of the Ladies Home Journal. Features 
with full color photographs by Edward Steichen. (April 6) $5.00 








March 1, 1941 Spring Garden Book Supplement - 149 - 


Putnam, Jean-Marie & ; WHO'S ZOO IN THE GARDEN Greystone 
Palmer, Charles 


A game book - a guessing book, with a certain amount of factual data worked 
into the text. A cartoon and a rhymed (for the most part) caption sets the stage for 
the game, as one garden or wild flower after another is introduced, each one with an 
animal name linked to the botanical or popular name (cowslip, dogwood, foxglove, etc.). 
Then on the following page comes first an accurate botanical drawing with the real 
name, and a page of text giving an authentic account of the source of the name, the 
botanical information, and so on. Humor a bit strained at times, and after the first 
one or two, it becomes too easy as a game. But it may serve as an introduction to 
flower lore, for youngsters, and a way of passing the time with a group whose central 
interest is in flowers. (April 10) $1.50 


Sackville-—West, V. COUNTRY NOTES IN WARTIME Doubleday, Doran 


Proof, if needed, that there will always be an England - an English tra- 
dition, and great country houses like Knoll, the home of the Sackville-Wests. The 
author is at once a gifted gardener and writer, and a typical Britisher. These sketches 
are true portraits of England at war. A charming, vivid, and encouraging way for the 
country minded to spend an hour in the British Isles. (May 2) $F. 00 


) 


Announcing 


Seymour, E. L. D. — Editor GARDEN ENCYCLOPEDIA Wise & Co. 

A revised and enlarged edition, with new type and plates. Specially priced 
at $3.00 until April lst - then $4.00 
Sprague, Howard B. BETTER LAWNS Whittlesey House 


There have been comparatively few books on lawns and proportionately small 
interest in them when we consider the vogue gardens have had in recent years. Green 
gardens are causing more and more attention, however, and a beautiful lawn is the just 
essential. And in any garden the grass should be of prime importance and the loveli- 
est color garden is merely enhanced by a green background or foreground. Mr. Sprague 
gives all the latest information on seeds, plantings, feeding and the preparation of 
the soil for a fine sod. It is a book to study, to take with you to the seedman, to 


have beside you as you weed and diagnose. (Published) $2.00 
DON'T OVERLOOK THESE ALREADY REPORTED 
Page 
Goldsmith, Margaret DESIGNS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING (George W. Stewart) 53 
Kieran, John JOHN KIERAN'S NATURE NOTES (Doubleday, Doran) 51 
McKinney, Laurence GARDEN CLUBS & SPADES (Dutton) 117 
Warren, Dale THE CARE AND FEEDING OF A PLACE IN THE COUNTRY 
(Coward McCann) 54 


Wood, Jr., Allen H. TRY THESE INDOORS (Hale Cushman & Flint) 90 
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SPORTING BOOKS 


Cromwell, Dean B. & Wesson, A. CHAMPIONSHIP TECHNIQUE Whittlesey House 
IN TRACK AND FIELD 


A famous coach with an unbeaten record for producing champions has teamed 
with a former undergraduate who gave np the sport to report it. The book gives the 
history of the ancient sports from the times of the Olympic Games; the tips are here 
for coaches, students and athletes. Not a hard and fast Cromwell-surefire method, 
but the wisdom of a man who, early in the game, realized that every boy was different 
and had a natural style to be developed. Herein seems to lie the secret of his suc- 
cess. Illustrated with photos. (Published) $3.00 


Judy, Will TRAINING THE DOG Judy Pub. 


This is a book on training that is so complete as to be almost encyclopedic. 
Capt. Judy, Editor of Dog World, (which has the largest circulation of any dog magazine), 
has compiled a great many facts about dogs. The illustrations are amusing, the print 
often maddeningly small, but the information is here and then some. Whether or not 
you want to train a puppy to the leash or a bird dog to the field, this will apply along 
with hints on phases of training often overlooked, on good manners at home, in the car, 
with guests, etc. The style is concise, staccato, direct. A book for owners, breeders, 
fanciers. (Published) $1.50 


Leisenring, James THE ART OF TYING THE WET FLY Dodd, Mead 


A simple, practical book - well illustrated and executed. The art of wet 
fly tying has assumed real proportions in the last few years and it is probably for- 
tunate now, when few imported materials will be brought from England, that substitutes 
will be found. Active fishermen should be able to imitate the insects on their own 
waters and in so doing, catch two fish with one fly. Most fishermen will derive pleas- 
ure from this hobby sideline. IJlustrated. (Published) $2.00 


Santini, Major Piero LEARNING TO RIDE Greenberg 


Santini is probably acknowledged as the greatest teacher of riding in the 
world today, and here, in one volume, he elucidates his theory and system. The first 
part of the book is for the rider himself, — a discussion of tack,,of seat, of reins, 
of basic principles involved in good hands, of the leg; fine points of "lead" and 
"diagonals"; the use of whip or spur. Gaits and paces; jumping, falling, good form, 
the hows and whys. Part two is directed to instructors and technical matters involved 
in riding schools, ring riding, etc. And the final section deals with rules for com- 
petition. Fully illustrated with photographs and diagrams. {Published) $2.50 








